Meristic and Morphometric Data
Citharich th ys gilberti Citharichthys gilberti Jenkins and Evermann, a common eastern Pacific flatfish, is known from Guaymas and Baja California, Mexico, south to Peru (Miller, 1966) . It attains a total length of at least 260 mm (Meek and Hildebrand, 1928) , frequently occurs on muddy bottoms and may enter rivers or other brackish water environments. Despite wide distribution there are apparently few literature references to the species and little is known of its life history or development. During a recent trip to the Pacific coast of Panama, C. gilberti was found to be the most abundant flatfish taken at a number of poisoned inshore and intertidal stations. Sufficient specimens were obtained over a broad size range, 18-193 mm SL, to permit the present report on meristic and morphometric characteristics of the isthmian population.
Counts and measurements made on undamaged freshly preserved material generally follow the methods of Norman (1934) with these exceptions or additions: standard length is measured from the anterior extremity to the rear of the hypural; pelvic fin length from the outer axillary angle to the tip of the longest ray; pectoral length from the upper (right) axillary angle to the tip of the longest ray; postorbital length from posterior margin of the right orbit to the extremity of the bony opercle; the last two dorsal and anal fin rays are counted separately. Vertebral counts are from radiographs.
Lateral line scales ranged from 41 to 45 and the count averaged 42.7 in 66 specimens. Data on other counts and measurements are shown in Tables 1 through 5. With the exception of eye diameter, postorbital and maxillary lengths (Figl), proportional measurements generally indicate isometric growth over the present size range. Eye diameter is negatively allometric and ranges from over 27 per cent of head length at 20 mm SL to less than 15 per cent at 190 mm. Postorbital and maxillary lengths are positively allometric over the same size range.
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